
VAPE recycling
DOING OUR PART



With about one in 
4-5 high school
students using 

e-cigarettes in 2020,
vaping generates a
significant amount

of toxic and plastic
waste. 

 

THE PROBLEM

THERE HAS BEEN A 399.73%
INCREASE IN RETAIL E-

CIGARETTE SALES
(EXCLUDING INTERNET
SALES AND TOBACCO-

SPECIALTY STORES) FROM
2015 THROUGH 2020, THE

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSEQUENCES OF 

E-CIGARETTE WASTE ARE
ENORMOUS.

 

ALMOST HALF (49.1%) OF
YOUNG PEOPLE DON’T

KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH
USED 

E-CIGARETTE PODS AND
DISPOSABLE DEVICES.

 



SO WHERE DO USERS
DISPOSE OF 

E-CIGARETTE WASTE?

 



51% of young e-cigarette users reported
disposing of used e-cigarette pods or empty
disposables in the trash

17% in a regular recycling bin not designed for
e-cigarette waste

10% reported they simply throw them on the
ground
 
15% Drop them off/send them for electronic
recycling

12% return them to a vape shop

32% Keep/collect them

10% sell them
 
 

*Data were from a survey of 15-24-year-olds fielded February – June 2020 and

included 3,757participants. Participants could select more than one response

to questions.51%17%10%15%12%32%10%



WHAT'S IN IT?



E-cigarette waste is potentially a
more serious environmental threat

than cigarette butts since 
e-cigarettes introduce plastic,

nicotine salts, heavy metals, lead,
mercury, and flammable lithium ion
batteries into waterways, soil, and

to wildlife. 

 



Unlike cigarette butts, e-cigarette waste won’t biodegrade even
under severe conditions. E-cigarettes left on the street

eventually break down into microplastics and chemicals that
flow into the storm drains to pollute our waterways and wildlife.

 



HOW DO YOU
DISPOSE?



1 2 3

Collection Sorting Reprocessing

3 main steps of The Recycling Process

Recycling Process



To dispose of e-cigarettes: Contact local
waste departments about their household
hazardous waste (HHW) program to see if

they accept e-cigarettes. 
 

Safely disposing of 
e-cigarettes involves handling
the batteries and e-cigarettes

appropriately. 
 

Connect with HHWBe Safe



TIPS FOR SAFE DISPOSAL OF 
E-CIGARETTES AND E-LIQUID

WASTE



WHAT ARE 7 R'S OF RECYCLING ?
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Re fu s e

Reduce Reu se -  NO !

R e pa i r -NO ! R eg i f t -NO !

R ecyc l e



Our Local Vape Recycling
Pilot Project

We have partnered with the Shawnee
Mission School District and Johnson
County Household Hazardous Waste
in 2021-2022 to recycle all vape and

vape products collected in the
Shawnee Mission middle and high

schools.  



thank you for RECYCLING VAPE

Resource:
TRUTH INITIATIVE

 
chrome-

extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/viewer.html?
pdfurl=https%3A%2F%2Ftruthinitiative.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ff
iles%2Fmedia%2Ffiles%2F2021%2F03%2FE-Cigarette-Waste-Report-

FINAL-031121.pdf&clen=2154696&chunk=true



Michelene Krueger
Community Health Educator

Michelene.Krueger@jocogov.org
913-477-8384

Trent Thompson
Environmental Programs Manager

Trent.Thompson2@jocogov.org
913-715-6938


